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EFA represents

• 21 European Driving School Associations

• 8 Affiliated Members
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EFA main objectives

• Harmonization of Education and Examination of Future Drivers

• Harmonization of Education and Examination of Driving Instructors

• Minimum Standards for Driving Schools

• Represent the values of Driving Schools to the EU Institutions,

Universities and Global NGO
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Are driving schools still operating in your Country? Are theory exams suspended?

Are theory lessons suspended in driving schools? Are practical exams suspended?
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Has the expiry date of temporary driving
permits been extended?

Is your goverment providing any financial
support for your driving schools?

Has the expiry date of test certificates
been extended?

If No are you expecting government support?



Public financial support to Driving Schools 
during Covid-19 Extraordinary situation
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Country
How long did lockdown last for 
driving schools in your country?

Has the Government supported financially driving schools during the lockdown?
Have driving schools risen in 

price due to Covid and by 
what %?

ES Until 25 may or 8 June No No

NO From 12. march to 11. may Workers received 100% and the companies received 80% of fixed expenses Yes and No

NE 48 days 90% employees Salaries in ratio of lost sales Yes and No

BE 105 4000€/ company/office + unemployment 70% of salary Not yet

EE From March 12 to May 5 Employees salaries was 70%, but max 1000€ No

UK 5 months until 2nd December
The first 3 months at 80% then a further 3 months at 70%. Now as second 

lockdown has struck, another 3 months at 80% to be reviewed at 31st January
Around 5%

F 78 days
100% of wages - 1500 € per month during the first confinement

up to 10,000€ during the second confinement
No

IS
12 weeks:  24.03.20 - 04.05.20 

and 07.10.20 - 18.11.20
Driving instructors are self-employed on different salaries so they get different 

unemployment benefits.  
No

MD From 10 march to 18 may No 10-15%

CZ 72 days
Spring: 80% of 100% of salaries costs; €20 per day per entrepreneur  Autumn: 

100% of salaries costs; for entrepreneur nothing if they apply for salaries.
Otherwise €20 per day.

10%

IT 88 days 65% of employees’ wage and 600€ for 2 months to Entrepreneurs No

A 43 days until 6th December
Until 90 % employees, 80 % Fix costs, in Nov/Dec additional 80 % revenue of 

Nov/Dec 2019
Yes and No

PT 2 months (16 march to 18 may)
Employees in layoff had the salary reduced to 2/3. Government payed 70% of 

that amount. The deadline to pay some taxes was extended 
No
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1. Impact on periodic training of professional 
drivers (Directive 2003/59/EC). In response to 

the growth in Covid-19 cases, does your 
country extend the validity of code 95?

Yes: 15 
No: 9

Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No No Yes No No Yes Yes No No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes

2. In response to the growth in Covid 19 cases, 
is your country deciding to extend unilaterally 

the validity period of expiring licence?                                                                      

Yes: 13 
No: 11

Yes Yes No Yes No Yes No No Yes No No Yes Yes No No Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes

3. Due to the outbreak of coronavirus disease 
Covid-19, does your country extend the validity 

of driving instructor's license or certification?

Yes: 12 
No: 12

Yes No No No No Yes No Yes Yes Yes No No No No No Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes No Yes

4. Impact on periodic technical inspection of 
motor vehicles. Due to the outbreak of 

coronavirus disease Covid-19, does your 
country extend the validity of expiring technical 

inspection certificates?

Yes: 16 
No: 8

Yes Yes No No No Yes No Yes Yes Yes Yes Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes No Yes Yes Yes No Yes
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1. Impact on periodic training of professional 
drivers (Directive 2003/59/EC). In response to 

the growth in Covid-19 cases, does your 
country extend the validity of code 95?

Yes Not

2. In response to the growth in 
Covid 19 cases, is your country 

deciding to extend unilaterally the 
validity period of expiring licence?                

Yes Not

4. Due to the outbreak of coronavirus disease 
Covid-19, does your country extend the validity of 

driving instructor's license or certification 
(provided that periodic training and/or testing is 

required)?

Yes No

3. Impact on periodic technical inspection of motor 
vehicles. Due to the outbreak of coronavirus 

disease Covid-19, does your country extend the 
validity of expiring car technical inspection 

certificates?

Yes No



Did the Covid 19 lockdown 
change the waiting times 

for driving exams? (weeks)
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Theory Test Practical Test

Before After Before After
AL 2 4 2 4
A 1 3 1 6
BE 0 3 4 10
CZ 2 4 4 6
DK 3 6 3 6
EE 1 2 6 8
FI 1 2 2 6
F 0 0 9 26

DE 2 4 3 5
HU 2 2 2 2
IS 1 3 1 3
IT 9 15 12 17

MD 1 1.5 1 2
NE 3 9 6 10
NO 0 2 8 8
PT 1 6 1 2
UK 3 6 8 16

*Spain has a local system to assign the exams
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Procedures for urgent driving test during 
Covid-19 Extraordinary situation
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The mass media are debating on the 
difficulty of the situation
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What have we learned from this situation?
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- As for schools, the experience of full online training is not positive, if not
managed individually (but this leads to a significant increase in costs). It
must to be considered that most of the pupils in Europe already attend
driving schools just to pass tests and not to learn road safety;

- Not from the results, but from a learning point of view, e-learning
platforms worsen the situation;

- The countries where the exams are carried out by private bodies or by
several bodies have generally responded better to the difficulties;
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- The current system for obtaining the driving licence requires a
structural revision. Often the delays accumulated in carrying out the
exams are due to situations preceding the Covid confinements. In many
countries, examiners are retiring and have not been replaced with an
adequate number of replacements;

- The situation will worsen when candidates will also have to be
examined on the correct use of ADAS;

- The concept of examination system foreseen in the Directive 2006/126
EC is outdated, it needs a full revision.
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EFA TRAINING MATRIX

- Reducing exams waiting times

- Creating Awareness Drivers

- Separating Knowledge from Skills
(blended learning)

- Reducing exam duration times
(part of the evaluation will be
done by driving schools)

What does EFA suggest to exit from this situation?



Thank you for your attention

Dr. Manuel Picardi
manuel.picardi@efa-eu.com
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